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struct an argument of this kind. They relate to
incontrovertible facts connected with the compo-
sition of the Gospels. It is a well-known fact that
to play the part of a consistent liar is the most
difficult task the shrewdest man can undertake.
Should such a one present the world with an
elaborate fiction purporting to be a truthful his-
tory, exact in statement, of the most exciting na-
ture, adapted to arouse universal interest, and
challenging investigation, he would have to deal
in generals, cautiously avoiding particulars and
every apparent discrepancy. Should he descend
to the ordinary minuteness of time, place, and cir-
cumstance, inevitably he would be caught trip-
ping somewhere, and would be sure of exposure
by some one less shrewd perhaps than himself.
Aware of the danger, he would most likely betray
here and there some little anxiety to evade it;
but the very caution, by its excess, would insure
exposure. How much more readily would the
a priori reason entrap the unskilled in this kind of
work ? It would be as great an impossibility for
ignorance to baffle intelligence in its examination
of such a performance, as for a blind man to pur-
sue the calling of a civil engineer. Such is our
conviction, and with this advantage we come to
the perusal of the "Gospels/* and "the Acts,"
written by four such men, ignorant, and of low
calling in life, with one exception, and at different
times and places, without concert of action, and
many years after the events related had taken
place. Thus we are in the best possible position
for a speedy detection of fraud ; and if it exist, it